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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Toting of Claims, 

1.-31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Currently amended) a methnd for retrieving a vena cava filter from a 
hlood vessel, uprising the steps of; 

ggvgmg ■ yeaa p™ filtef retr ^' H ™™ the A ™™ " rMlV * sh< * thl 
a «h a ft .liable wi fr fa the *h«*th. and means for retrieving a filtering device attachedto 

the shaft; 

advancing the retrieval ifeyjce through a hlood vessel to a location adjacent a vena, 
cayj filter, the venp , filter includi ^ a fa,h the hub defining a narrow portion pf fog 
filter, and a plurality of arm s extending from the hub, the 
thefi U er; 

extgadjag the shaft m m » riis * al end " f the shCBth 59 means for 

retrieving a filtering devic e engages the narrow PQrt«P«l 
rArrantin p the filter intp the, jrtieath: and 

TiuiiutUiod ofolnhn??. wherein means for retrieving a filtering device includes a 
plurality of distal members and wherein the step of extending the shaft out from a distal 
end of the sheath so that the means for retrieving a filtering device engages the hub 
includes engaging the distal members with the hub. 
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33.-34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Currently amended) a method for re trieving a vena cava filter from a 
hlood vessel, comprising the steps of: 

taavjdja g a ™* ^ B fe iaal d ™ pp iastoding i tubular sheath, 

a ch^ft slidahle wi t *™ fee ^ "™ n * for retrieving ft filtering device attached to 
the shaft; 

Idvaagjag fits retrieval device fa tth, a hlood v< ™ d r ° » Nation accent S SgB 
,.v filter, the ven a sava filter including a hub, the hub defining a narrow portion , sfjfag. 
filtgx, ,nri a plurality " f »"™ extending trom the huh, the mm defining a wide m&m flf 
the filter: 

gyt^rlino the sha ft gut from a distal end of the sheath so that fte meaps for 
retrieving a fi ltering device engages the narrow portion; 
retra cting the filter into the sheath; and 

ThuiuLlhod ofolnim? 1 ?, further comprising the step of engaging a stabilizing 
shaft with the filter. 

36. - 38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Currently amended) a method for retrieving a vena cava , filter from a 
blood vessel comprising the steps of: 
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prny^iTi p a vena cava filter retrieval devic e the device in ch^jn f ft tubular 
a ^hafi slidable withjn the sheath. 8 r.H m^s for retrieving a filtering device attached to 
the shaft; 

advancing the retrial device T^"^" P h 3 Mood yeggs! to a location adjacent a vena , 
r.« va filter, the v*™ ™va filter includin g a hub , the h ub defining a narrow portion of the 
filter, and a plurality nf arms extend ^ from the hub, the arms defining a wide portipn , pj 
tbg filter each arm j n ejydjng ■ barb, at a proximal end thereof flint 15 ^ffdded within the 
bloodvessel; 

^tending the shaft m,t from a dist al e n d of the shea th so that the , m^ans for 
retrieving a filtering devi ce engages the narrow portion; 
releasing the barbs from t he blood vessel; 
retrieving the filter into the sheath; and 

Tho method of claim 36 ; wherein means for retrieving a filtering device include* a 
plurality of distal members and wherein the step of extending the shaft out from a distal 
end of the sheath so that the means for retrieving a filtering device engages the hub 
includes engaging the distal members with the hub. 

40.-42. (Cancelled) 

43. (Currently amended) a method for retrieving a vena cava filter from a , 
blood vessel, comprising the steps of: 
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P mvirii ng a vena cavo ™" retrieval device the device including a tubdar^eath, 
ashaft sHdabje within the sh ^th. and means for retrieving a filterinp device attached t o 
the shaft; 

,A mn ^ ?p ^ retrieval ggyjgg th™uch a blood vessel to a location Adjacent a vena 
cava filter, die y<™ gaya filte r ipejydjng | hub, thf hub defining a narrow port** of the 
m a ^ ftv nf arms extending from the hub the arm, 4efinin P a wide portion o f 

M m gach »™ jnclydfflg a ti « r™ mal end ^1 is «"*« Mfld 
hlood vessel: 

gjt tsndjag shaft e "* fr^m a distal end of the sheath so that fee means for 
~tri»«\ n v g filtering de vjee ^gaees the narrow portion; 
releasing the harhs from the blood vessel: 
retrieving the qtPr jnjg the sheath: and 

The-t w > thodofo l nim36, further comprising the step of engaging a stabilizing 
shaft with the filter. 



44. - 46. (Cancelled) 

47. (Currently amended) a method for releasing a vena cava filter from a 

Hood vessel, m mprisinp the steps of: 

r ™ Y i Hing a vena gayfi filter retrieval H*vir*. the device including a ttfrflfff sheath 
snri a retrieval member slidablv disposed within the sheath; 

gdyjacUi g the gfatgya! devic e a ™™ ] T0 a location ^ iaCent a ^ 

.,v, filter, the vena cayj; filter inejujjfflg a hnh the hub defnunp a narrow portion of the 
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filter, and a plurality of arms ex t ending from the huh, the arms defining a wide portion 
the filter, each arm including a barb a t . a proximal end t hereof that is ejBfaejflgj within fe e 
hlood vessel: 

^ ffar n P the retrieval mei r -h" with the narrow portion so that the barbs release 

from the blood vessel: and 

Tho method ofoloim'l'b wherein the retrieval member includes a plurality of 
distal members and wherein the step of engaging the retrieval member with the hub so 
that the barbs release from the blood vessel includes engaging the distal members with 
the hub. 

48.-51. (Cancelled) 

52. (Currently amended) A method for re ining a vena cava filter from a 

hlood vessel, comprising the steps of: 

pvirlinp a vena cava filter retrieval device, the d e vice incl uding a tubular sheath 

and a retrieval member slidab lv di s p osed with in the sheath; 

ategjn g me retrieval d e vice through a blood vessel to a location , adjacent a vena 
w filter, the vena cava filter i ncjudjng a hub, the huh defining fl narrow portion of the 
filter, and a plurality of arms ext e nding from the huh the arms defining a wide portion of 
th e filter each arm including a barb a j « n jmnmal end thrrfof that is embedded within the 
bloodvessel: 

gnga fin p the retrieval m ember with the narrow portion so that the barbs release 
fr om the blood vessel: and 
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Tho mothod of claim H flmher comprising the step of engaging a stabilizing 
shaft with the filter. 
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